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Lancaster Sewer Ordinance 
 

Pursuant to enabling authority in New Hampshire Revised Status Annotated 149-I:6, or 
revisions thereto the following is an Ordinance regulating the use of public and private sewers, 
private wastewater disposal, the installation and connection of building sewers, and the 
discharge of waters and wastes into the public sewer system(s) and providing penalties for 
violations thereof, in the Town of Lancaster, County of Coos, State of New Hampshire. 
 
Be it ordained and enacted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Lancaster as 
Follows: 
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ARTICLE I.  SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM                      
 
 DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 1. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 
 Town manager shall mean the town manager of the town.  Town Manager shall also be 
a duly authorized employee of the Town, i.e. as Public Works Director and Water & Sewer 
Department Heads. 
 
 Classes of users.  Users of the sanitary sewer system shall, for the purpose of charging 
for the use thereof, be classified as follows: 
 
 (1)  Residential (Class I) shall include all dwelling units, detached, semi-detached, row 
houses, mobile homes, multifamily "dwelling units and apartment units". 
 
 (2)  Commercial (Class II) shall include transient lodging, retail and wholesale 
establishments or places engaged in selling merchandise or rendering services. 
 
 (3)  Institutional (Class II) shall include social, charitable, religious and educational  
activities such as schools, churches, hospitals, nursing homes, and penal institutions. 
 
 (4)  Governmental (Class II) shall include legislative, judicial, and administrative 
activities such as courthouses, city halls, police and fire stations. 
 
 (5)  Industrial users shall include all non-governmental users or publicly owned 
treatment works identified under Division A, B, C, D, E, and I in the Standard Industrial 
Classification Manual of 1972, Office of Management and Budget, as amended and 
supplemented. 
 
 Town shall mean the Town of Lancaster, New Hampshire, acting through its Board of 
Selectmen, town manager, and properly authorized representatives. 
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 Domestic wastewater shall mean and include that derived from dwellings due to 
domestic activities and may or may not contain ground, surface or storm water. 
 
 EPA shall mean the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
 Eligible costs shall mean those costs for treatment works ruled eligible by the regional 
administrator, and of which seventy-five (75) percent of the costs are reimbursed to the grantee 
by the U.S.E.P.A. 
 
 Financial closeout shall mean the official EPA and commission closeout of EPA Project 
No. C-330111-02, after settlement of all litigation. 
 
 Loading shall mean the quantity of pollutants present in a wastewater discharge, 
expressed as concentrations or weights. 
 
 N.H.D.E.S. shall mean the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. 
 
 Normal strength waste shall mean wastewater with a concentration of two hundred fifty 
(250) mg liter BOD and three hundred (300) mg liter SS, such being the upper limits for 
domestic sanitary waste as stipulated in this article. 
 
 Operation and maintenance costs shall mean the costs, direct and indirect, including 
replacement costs, necessary to insure adequate wastewater treatment on a continuing basis, 
conforming with state, federal and local requirements and insuring optimal long-term facility 
management. 
 
 Pretreatment shall mean the treatment of industrial process waste from privately owned 
industrial sources prior to introduction into a public treatment works. 
 
 Process waste shall mean water and liquid waste discharged from any trade or process 
carried on in that establishment, including, wastes and polluted cooling water, but excluding 
segregated domestic wastewater or discharges from sanitary conveniences. 
 
 Regional administrator shall mean the regional administrator from Region I of the 
U.S.E.P.A., John F. Kennedy Federal Building, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
 Replacement cost shall be expenditures for obtaining and installing equipment, 
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accessories and appurtenances which are necessary during the service life of the treatment 
facility to maintain the capacity and performance for which such works were designed.  
Service life shall mean industrial cost recovery period for the treatment facility. 
 
 Reserved capacity shall mean that portion of the treatment works capacity in terms of 
volume or loading or both, reserved by written agreement between the town and an industry 
or municipality for that industry or municipality. 
 
 Running water program shall mean the problem caused by the fact that many town 
residents must continually run their water during winter months to avoid freezing of water 
services and/or street water mains. 
 
 Sanitary waste shall mean the combination of liquid and wastes discharged from toilets, 
kitchen fixtures, laundry fixtures and other equivalent sanitary facilities. 
 
 Septage shall mean normal domestic waste collected from septic tanks and cesspools. 
 
 Sewer user charge shall mean sewer rental with respect to NH RSA:252. 
 
 Significant Indirect Discharger (SID) means an industrial user meeting the criteria 
established under Env-Wq 305 and subject to discharge permitting requirements administered 
by the Town of Lancaster as the owner of the Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW). 
 
 Surcharge shall mean user charge for that portion of wastewater of any user with 
strength in terms of BOD and SS in excess of normal. 
 
 SS (Suspended Solids) shall mean the total suspended matter that either floats on the 
surface of or is in suspension in water, wastewater or other liquid and that is removable by 
laboratory filtering as prescribed in the standard methods publication referred to above. 
 
 Wastewater treatment works shall mean any devices or systems used in the storage, 
transportation, treatment recycling, and reclamation of municipal sewage or liquid industrial 
waste, including separation from storm runoff. 
 
 BOD (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized 
in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) 
days at twenty (20) degrees Centigrade expressed in milligrams per liter. 
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 Building drain shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system 
which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the 
building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning at the edge of the improved road or 
sidewalk. 
 
 Building sewer shall mean the extension from the building drain to the public sewer or 
other place of disposal.  Use of the terms sewer lateral and building sewer shall be considered 
all meaning and intending the same. 
 
 Domestic wastewater, or sanitary sewage, shall mean normal water-carried household 
and toilet wastes or waste from sanitary conveniences, excluding ground, surface or storm 
water. 
 
 Easement shall mean an acquired legal right for the specific use of land owned by 
others. 
 
 Floatable oil is oil, fat, or grease in a physical state such that it will separate by gravity 
from wastewater by treatment in an approved pretreatment facility.  A wastewater shall be 
considered free of floatable fat if it is properly pretreated and the wastewater does not interfere 
with the collection system.   
 
 Garbage shall mean solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, 
cooking, and dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage, and sale of produce. 
 
 Industrial wastes shall mean the liquid wastes from industrial manufacturing processes, 
trade, or business as distinct from sanitary sewage. 
 
 Interference shall mean a Discharge by an Industrial User which, alone or in 
conjunction with discharges by other sources, inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment 
processes or operations, or its sludge processes, use or disposal, and which is a cause of a 
violation of any requirement of the POTW's NPDES permit (including an increase in the 
magnitude or duration of a violation) or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal by 
the POTW in accordance with groundwater protection rules, Ws 410, solid waste rules, He-P 
1905.03, the Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substance Control Act, and the Marine Protection 
Research and Sanctuaries Act. 
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 May is permissive (see “Shall”). 
 
 National Categorical Pretreatment Standard or Categorical Pretreatment Standard shall 
mean any regulations containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by US E.P.A. in 
accordance with Section 307(b) and (c) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1347) which 
applies to a specific category of industrial users. 
 
 Natural outlet shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body 
of surface or ground water. 
 
 Obstruction shall mean a blockage to a building sewer resulting from grease, debris 
and wasting of corrosive chemicals.  Debris includes sticks, rags, plastic bags, toys and rocks. 
 
 Owner shall mean the person requesting the town to complete work on a building 
sewer. 
 
 Pass through shall mean the discharge of pollutants through the POTW into navigable 
waters in quantities, or concentrations, which, alone or in conjunction with Discharges from 
other sources, is a cause of a violation of any requirements of the POTW's NPDES permit 
(including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a violation) or of applicable water 
quality criteria. 
 
 Person shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or 
group. 
 
 pH shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in  grams 
per liter of solution. 
 
 Properly shredded garbage shall mean the wastes from the preparation, cooking, and 
dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried 
freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater 
than one-half inch (1.27 centimeters) in any dimension. 
 
 Public sewer shall mean a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal 
rights, and is controlled by public authority. 
 
 Sanitary sewer shall mean a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface 
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and ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 
 
 Sewage shall mean a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, 
business buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground, 
surface and storm waters as may be present. 
 
 Sewage treatment plant shall mean all facilities for pumping, treating, and disposing of 
sewage. 
 
 Sewage works shall mean all facilities for collection, pumping, treating, and disposing 
of sewage. 
 
 Sewer shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 
 
 Shall is mandatory (see “May”). 
 
 Slug shall mean any discharge of water or wastewater which in concentration of any 
given constituent or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration longer than fifteen 
(15) minutes more than five (5) times the average twenty-four (24) hour concentration of flows 
during normal operation or which shall adversely affect the collection system and/or 
performance of the wastewater treatment works. 
 
 Storm sewer or storm drain shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface waters 
and drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than unpolluted cooling water. 
 
 Structural failure shall mean blockages resulting from the collapse of a sewer lateral 
pipe, a broken coupling, root intrusion or town-related construction that impacts the lateral.  
Disputes in occurrence of a structural failure will be resolved by the town manager, whose 
decision shall be final. 
 
 Suspended solids shall mean the solids that either float on the surface of, or are in 
suspension in, water, sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory 
filtering. 
 
 Watercourse shall mean a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously 
or intermittently. 
 



Sewer Ordinance 

  Page 8 

 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the public health of the Town of Lancaster by 
safeguarding the water quality of Lancaster and adjoining municipalities and public 
watercourses.  As such, the Town of Lancaster has the right to compel all occupied building 
owners, absent a waiver, to connect to the municipal sewer if such structure is located within 
100 feet of the municipal public sewer line.  (NH RSA 147:8)    
 
It is the intention that this Ordinance replace and repeal all existing Sewer Ordinances, 
regulations and rules.   The purpose of replacing and repealing all previous ordinances is to 
consolidate all solid waste rules into a single document to prevent conflicting provisions 
between ordinances. 
 
AUTHORITY: 
 
In the State of New Hampshire, municipal sewers are regulated by NH RSA 149:I.  Wherever 
the word “Mayor” shall appear in state law, it shall be substituted by the words “Town 
Manager.”  Wherever the word “Alderman” shall appear in state law, it shall be substituted by 
the word “Selectmen.”  In the Town of Lancaster, the Town Manager and Selectmen shall 
perform all the duties and possess all the powers with regard to sewers as the mayor and 
alderman have in cities. (NH RSA 149-I:24) 
 
HISTORY:   
 
The provisions of RSA 149-I have been in effect in the Town of Lancaster continuously since 
adopted in March, 1969.  The Town of Lancaster Sewer Ordinance was adopted pursuant to 
Chapter 252 of the New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated at a Regular Town Meeting in 
1969.  Sewer Rules and Regulations became effective upon their adoption by the Health 
Office and the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Lancaster, July 2, 1972.  The Sewer Rules 
and Regulations were amended 8/12/1975 and 8/5/2013.   
 
This Sewer Ordinance being duly adopted by the Selectmen pursuant to RSA 149-I:6, after 
public hearing on _______________ and posting of ordinance in two public locations.  
 
Sec. 2. Unlawful deposit, discharge on property. 
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 It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any 
unsanitary manner on public or private property within the town, or in any area under the 
jurisdiction of the town, any human or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable 
waste. 
 
Sec. 3. Discharge of polluted waters into natural outlets. 
 
 It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the town, or in any area 
under the jurisdiction of the town, any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable 
treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this article. 
 
Sec. 4. Privies, septic tanks, cesspools, etc., prohibited. 
 
 Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, 
privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage 
in town provided that a public sewer is within one hundred (100) feet of the property line or 
within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the building to be served. 
 
Sec. 5. Sewer connection mandatory. 
 
 The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, 
employment, recreation, or other purposes situated within the town and abutting on any street, 
alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may be located in the future a public 
sanitary sewer of the town, is hereby required at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities 
therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with 
the provisions of this article within ninety (90) days after the date of official notice to do so; 
provided that such public sewer is within one hundred (100) feet of the property line or within 
two hundred fifty (250) feet of the building to be served.  The town may, however, choose not 
to construct any sewer and instead permit the installation of a state approved on-site disposal 
system. 
 
Sec. 6. Private Wastewater Disposal. 
 
 (a) Where a public sanitary sewer is not available under the provisions of Article II, 
Section 4, the building sewer shall be connected to a private wastewater disposal system 
complying with the provisions of this Article. 
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 (b)  Before commencement of construction of a private wastewater disposal system the 
owner(s) shall first obtain design approval from the NHDES and a written permit signed by the 
town manager.  The application for such permit shall be made on a form furnished by the 
Town of Lancaster, which the applicant shall supplement by any plans, specifications, and 
other information as are deemed necessary by the town manager.  A permit fee shall be paid 
to the Town of Lancaster at the time the application is filed. 
 
 (c)  A permit for a private wastewater disposal system shall not become effective until 
the installation is completed to the satisfaction of the NHDES. 
 
 (d)  The type, capacities, location, layout and installation (including inspection) of a 
private wastewater disposal system shall comply with all requirements of the NHDES.  No 
permit shall be issued for any new private wastewater disposal system employing subsurface 
soil absorption facilities where the lot area is less than is required by subdivision lot size 
requirements of the NHDES.  No septic tank or cesspool shall be permitted to discharge to 
any natural outlet. 
 
 (e)  At such time as a public sewer becomes available to a property served by a private 
wastewater disposal system, a direct connection shall be made to the public sewer within 
ninety (90) days in compliance with this ordinance, and any septic tanks, cesspools, and 
similar private wastewater disposal facilities shall be cleaned of sludge and filled with suitable 
material. 
 
 (f)  The owner(s) shall operate and maintain the private wastewater disposal facilities in 
a sanitary manner at all times, at no expense to the Town of Lancaster.  At no time shall any 
quantity of industrial waste be discharged to a private domestic wastewater disposal facility. 
 
 No statement contained in this article shall be construed to interfere with any additional 
requirements that may be imposed by the health officer. 
 
Sec. 7. Notice of change in discharges. 
 
 Any person proposing a new discharge into the system or a substantial change in the 
volume or character of pollutants that are being discharged into the system shall notify the town 
manager at least forty-five (45) days prior to the proposed change or connection.  Proposed 
new discharges from residential or commercial sources involving loading exceeding 50 
population equivalents (5,000 gpd), any new industrial discharge, or any alteration in either 
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flow or waste characteristics in industrial discharge must be approved by the NHDES. 
 
Sec. 8. Improvement of septic systems prohibited. 
 
 In no case shall a resident as provided in section 7 be authorized to improve, extend or 
expand a septic system on his property unless the owner receives state approval; however, he 
shall be permitted to clean and repair the existing system, in accordance with the requirement 
of the NHDES. 
 
Sec. 9. Abandonment of septic system. 
 
 Whenever a resident abandons his septic system, he shall be required to properly fill 
the septic tank with a granular material acceptable to the Town of Lancaster. 
 
Sec. 10. Extension of water, sewer connections by owner. 
 
 (a) Whenever the paving or repairing of any street or public highway shall have been 
ordered by the town, it shall be the duty of the Town of Lancaster to serve upon such owners 
of property abutting upon such street or highway, as it may deem necessary, a notice directing 
such owners to extend the building sewer and water connections to the property line or as it 
may designate within a time specified therein. 
 
 (b)  At the expiration of the time specified, if such connections are not made as herein 
provided, the  Town of Lancaster shall cause the same to be made and the cost thereof shall be 
paid by the owner, which cost, together with a penalty as determined by the Board of 
Selectmen, shall be assessed on such property abutting on the street or highway to be paved. 
 
Sec. 11. Payment of pro rata share by abutting owners. 
 
 (a)  Whenever sanitary sewers or portions thereof are laid at the expense of the town 
without cost of such line or lines being paid for by, or assessed against, all the property 
owners abutting such lines and benefited thereby, the owners of any of the abutting property 
to be serviced by such line or lines and for which property the cost thereof has not been paid 
or assessed shall pay their pro rata share of such line or lines before tapping therein,' else the 
town shall record a lien against said properties, to be recorded at the registry of deeds, for the 
purpose of recovering the cost of such extensions. 
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 (b)  Whenever such lines are laid by the owners or other persons with the authority of 
and under the direction of the Town of Lancaster, except in cases where the owners of new 
subdivisions are required to make such installations at their expense by the order of the 
planning board, under and by virtue of the zoning ordinance of the town, such persons shall 
certify the cost of the improvements to the Town of Lancaster immediately upon completion.  
These amounts shall be subject to the approval of the Town of Lancaster and may be reduced 
if the town manager, in his discretion, feels that the costs are excessive. 
 
(c)  The owner of any abutting property thereby serviced by such line or lines, and for which 
property the cost thereof has not been paid, shall pay his pro rata share of the cost of such line 
or lines as determined by the Town of Lancaster before tapping therein.  The money so 
received shall be paid to the persons who paid the cost of such line, or their heirs, executors, 
administrators, or assigns.  However, no such payment to such person or persons shall be 
made more than fifteen (15) years after completion of the job and certification of the cost to the 
town manager.  Any money received for tapping in after fifteen (15) years shall be a part of the 
sewer fund of the town. 
 
Sec. 12. Connection permit. 
 
 No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, 
use, alter or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written 
permit from the Town of Lancaster. 
 
Sec. 13. Permit application; tap-in charge. 
 
 Application for a permit required by section 12 shall be signed by the owner, lessee or 
agent of the property for which the connection is desired and by the person employed to 
perform the work, and must describe the property and state the purpose for which the 
connection is desired and shall be accompanied by a fee. 
 
Sec. 14. Penalties. 
 
 (a) Any person found to be violating any provision of this article, except sections 41 
and 42, shall be served by the town with written notice stating the nature of the violation and 
providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The notice shall be 
served upon said persons in a manner as provided for the service of summons in civil actions.  
The time allotted for compliance shall not be less than thirty (30) days.  The offender shall, 
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within the period of time stated in such notices, permanently cease all violations. 
 
 (b)  Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in 
subsection (a) above shall be guilty of a violation, and on conviction thereof shall be fined in 
the amount not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and imprisonment for not more 
than one (1) year, for each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall 
be deemed a separate offense. 
 
 (c)  Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the 
town for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned the town by reason of such violation. 
 
Secs. 15 - 17. Reserved. 
 
 
 DIVISION 2.  BUILDING SEWER 
 
Sec. 18. Ownership; expense of installation, maintenance. 
 
 (a)  All costs and expenses incidental to the installation and connection of the building 
sewer shall be borne by the owner: 
 
 (1)  The sewer connection must have been officially mandated to the individual property 
owner by the town in writing; 
 
 (2)  Approved costs shall include only those costs which are actually incurred in the 
installation of the lateral, including excavation, pipe, ledge removal, and pavement, within the 
boundaries of the paved town street, including sidewalks; 
 
 (3)  Approved costs shall not exceed the limits established annually by the Town of 
Lancaster; 
 
 (4)  The property owner shall be responsible for performing the work or for hiring a 
contractor to perform the work; 
 
 (5)  Approved reimbursements shall not exceed the actual cost of the work, nor by the 
limits established in accordance with item 3, above. 
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 (7)  The property owner must document all actual costs in writing to the Town of 
Lancaster who shall then determine the amount to be reimbursed to the property owner.  
Documented costs must include only those costs outlined in item 3, above; 
 
 (8)  The town manager may waive all fees associated with the appropriate permits 
needed by the property owner and/or contractor to accomplish the connections in the street. 
 
 (9)  All costs, including materials and equipment, to complete the sewer connections 
outside of the boundaries of the paved town street shall be the responsibility of the property 
owner. 
 
 (10)  All work shall be completed in accordance with local ordinances and building 
codes. 
 
 (b)  The town shall not be responsible for costs associated with the repair of structural 
failures to a building sewer with respect to the main sewer line and any lateral or other sewer 
line which is under paved town streets or sidewalks.  In no event shall the town be responsible 
for costs associated with damages resulting from the operation of the building service or 
repairs completed. 
 
 (c)  The owner shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the town for work 
completed under a sewer maintenance request if the work was required for the removal of 
user related obstructions.  Payment due the town will be determined as detailed in the sewer 
maintenance request. 
 
Sec. 19. Separate sewer required. 
 
 A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building; 
except where one (1) building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private 
sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear building through an adjoining alley, court, 
yard, or driveway, the building sewer from the front building may be extended to the rear 
building and the whole considered as one (1) building sewer. 
 
Sec. 20. Use of old sewers. 
 
 Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are 
found, on examination and test by the Town of Lancaster, to meet all requirements of this 
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article. 
 
Sec. 21. Construction generally. 
 
 The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction of a building sewer, and the 
methods to be used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the 
trench, shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing code or other 
applicable rules or regulations of the town and shall be approved by the Town of Lancaster. 
 
Sec. 22. Elevation of sewer; approved lifting method. 
 
 Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation 
below the basement floor.  In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit 
gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted 
by an approved means and discharged to the building sewer. 
 
Sec. 23. Downspouts. 
 
 No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, 
areaway drains, or other sources of surface run-off, or groundwater to building sewer or 
building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer. 
 
Sec. 24. Conformance with building plumbing codes. 
 
 The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer of the existing lateral and 
the connection between the building sewer and the building drain shall conform to the 
requirements of the building and the plumbing code or other applicable rules and regulations 
of the town, or the procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the A.S.T.M, and the 
W.P.C.F. Manual of Practice No. 9.  All such connections shall be made gastight and 
watertight.  Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be approved by 
the town manager before installation. 
 
Sec. 25. Inspection. 
 
 The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the Town of Lancaster when the 
building sewer is ready for inspection.  The connection between the building drain and the 
building sewer and the connection to the public sewer or existing lateral, as well as the entire 
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building sewer, shall remain uncovered until approved by the Town of Lancaster, or duly 
authorized representative. 
 
Sec. 26. Barricades for excavations. 
 
 All excavations for building sewer installations shall be adequately guarded with 
barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard.  Streets, sidewalks, parkways, 
and other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner 
satisfactory to the town. 
 
Sec. 27. Appeals. 
 
 Any property owner aggrieved by any portion of this division shall first attempt to 
resolve the grievance through the Town of Lancaster.  If the concerns cannot be satisfactorily 
resolved through the Town of Lancaster, the property owner may submit a written appeal to the 
Selectmen.  The Board of Selectmen shall make a final determination in the matter.  The Town 
Manager and Board of Selectmen reserve the right to take no action on any appeal which is 
not submitted in writing. 
 
Secs. 28 - 30. Reserved. 
 
DIVISION 3. SEWER USE REGULATIONS. 
 
Sec. 31. Discharge of surface water. 
 
 (a)  No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface 
water, groundwater, roof run-off subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or 
unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer. 
 
 (b)  Storm water and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers 
as are specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by the Town of 
Lancaster.  Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged, on 
approval of the Town of Lancaster, to a storm sewer, or natural outlet. 
 
Sec. 32A. Prohibited materials. 
 
 No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described 
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waters or wastes to any public sewers.  A requirement that wastes introduced into a POTW by 
any person shall not: 
 
  (a) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, 
solid, or gas. Petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, or products of mineral oil origin 
in amounts that will cause interference or pass through. Pollutants that create a fire or 
explosion hazard in the POTW, including but not limited to waste streams having a closed-
cup flashpoint of less than 140°F, as determined by the test methods specified in 40 CFR 
Part 261.21, are prohibited.; 
 
 (b) Any water or wastes including oxygen demanding pollutants or containing toxic 
or poisonous solids, liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with 
other wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to 
humans or animals, create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of 
the sewage treatment plant.  All discharges containing toxic materials shall be regulated as 
provided in section 34. 
 
 (c) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.0 or having any other corrosive 
property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment, and personnel of the 
sewage works. 
 
 (d)  Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing 
obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of the 
sewage works such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, 
glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, 
hair and fleshings, entrails, and paper dishes, cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or 
ground by garbage grinders. 
 
    (e)  Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one hundred fifty (150) 
degrees Fahrenheit. Any waste that contains heat in amounts which would inhibit biological 
activity in a POTW resulting in an interference, and in no case heat in such quantities that 
the temperature of the influent at the POTW exceeds 40o C, 104o F; 
 
 (f)  Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease, oils, or similar substances which 
may solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two (32) degrees and one 
hundred fifty (150) degrees Fahrenheit. 
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 (g)  Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.  The installation and operation 
of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths horsepower or greater shall be 
subject to the review and approval of the Town of Lancaster. 
 
 (h)  Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may exceed 
limits established by the town manager in compliance with applicable state or federal 
regulations. 
 

       (i) Any waters or wastes having pH in excess of 8.5. 
 
      (j)Any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated by the 
POTW;  
 
  (k) Any medical/infectious waste, or radiological waste designated by the municipality 
as having a reasonable potential for adversely affecting the POTW’s operation or 
performance or for violating any pretreatment standard or requirement, or any 
pharmaceutical waste, except for such pharmaceutical wastes as are required by federal law 
to be disposed of by flushing into a municipal sewer system. 
 
       (l) Any wastewater causing the POTW’s effluent or sludge to fail a toxicity test; and 
 
      (m) Any hazardous waste listed or designated by the department under Env-HWm 
400.   
 
   (n)  Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment 
processes employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such degree that the sewage 
treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction 
over discharge to the receiving waters. 
   (o)  The above limits and prohibited substances shall be subject to the provisions of 
section 35. 
 
 (p)  Any pollutant, including oxygen-demanding pollutants, released in a discharge 
at a flow rate or pollutant concentration or quantity that is likely to exceed any applicable 
National Categorical Pretreatment Standard. 
 
 (q) Any pollutant, including oxygen-demanding pollutants, released in a discharge at a 
flow rate or pollutant concentration or quantity that is likely to cause pass through of pollutants 
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resulting in a violation of the Town’s NPDES permit or other applicable state or federal 
requirements. 
 
 (R) Any waste that contains a concentration or quantity of any pollutant such that the 
introduction of the waste to the POTW is likely to cause a treatment process upset and 
subsequent loss of treatment ability as required by Env-Wq 305.06(d). 
 
 (s) Any pollutant that result in toxic gases, vapors, or fumes within the POTW in 
quantities likely to cause worker health or safety problems.  
 
Sec 32B. General Requirements for Industrial Waste Dischargers. 
 
       (a) Wastes introduced into the sewage works shall not 
 

(1) Interfere with the safety, operation, maintenance, or performance of the 
POTW; 
 
(2) Have an adverse effect on the receiving stream; 
 
(3) Prevent disposal of sludge in the manner used by the Town; or 
 
(4) Otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or constitute a nuisance; 

 
 (b) Diluting any waste stream to meet required limits is prohibited;  
 
 (c) The Town may require a discharger to: 
 

(1) Install and maintain monitoring and sampling equipment; 
 
(2) Keep records of monitoring and sampling data, including quality assurance/ 
quality control records for a period of at least 5 years from the date of the 
measuring, sampling, or report, which period shall be extended through the 
duration of any enforcement action; and 
 
(3) Submit records upon written request to local or state officials. 

 
  (d) A indirect discharge of wastewater shall only be allowed to a sewer connected to 
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the sewage works; 
 
  (e) All newly-connected discharges shall be in compliance with pretreatment standards 
prior to connection to the sewage works;  
 
  (f)  Each significant indirect  discharger, as defined by  of industrial waste in 
accordance with Env-Wq 305.10 through Env-Wq 305.16 shall obtain a discharge permit from 
the Town prior to discharging any industrial waste to the sewage works; and 
 
  (g) Any discharge permit issued shall include the provisions identified in Env Wq-305 
of the NHDES. 
 
 (h) Any dental practice required by Env-Wq 306 to install an amalgam separator shall 
property install, operate, and maintain the amalgam separator in accordance with all 
applicable state and federal requirements. 
 
Sec. 33. Industrial wastes. 
 
           (a)  No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following described 
substances, materials, waters, or wastes if it appears likely in the opinion of the Town of 
Lancaster that such wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage treatment process, or 
equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving stream, or can otherwise endanger life, 
limb, public property, or constitute a nuisance.  In forming his opinion as to the acceptability 
of these wastes, the Town of Lancaster will give consideration to such factors as the quantities 
of subject wastes in relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of construction of 
the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage treatment plant, 
degree of treatability of wastes in the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent factors.  The 
substances prohibited are: 
  
Sec. 34. Permit Application. 
 
 Any person whose operations entail the discharge of water or wastes containing toxic 
or poisonous substances shall file with the Town of Lancaster a written statement setting forth 
the nature of the operation contemplated or presently carried on, the amount of water required 
to be used and its source, the proposed point of discharge of such wastes into the sewage 
system of the town, the estimated amount so to be discharged, and a fair statement setting 
forth the expected bacterial, physical, chemical, and other known characteristics of such 
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wastes.  Within thirty (30) days of receipt of such statement, it shall be the duty of the Town of 
Lancaster to make an order stating such minimum restrictions as in the judgment of the Town 
of Lancaster may be necessary to guard adequately against the unlawful uses of the town's 
sewage system, Including issuance of a discharge permit if required. 
 
Sec. 35. Remedies. 
 
 (a)  If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be discharged to the 
public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated 
in section 33 32 A and which in the judgment of the Town of Lancaster may have a deleterious 
effect upon the sewage works, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, or which otherwise 
create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the town manager may: 
 
 (1)  Reject the wastes. 
 
 (2) Require pre-treatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers. 
 
 (3)  Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge in a discharge permit. 
 
 (4)  Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treating the wastes not 
covered by existing taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of section 38, 
 
 (b)  If the Town of Lancaster permits the pre-treatment or equalization of waste flows, 
the design and installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and 
approval of the  Town of Lancaster and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, 
ordinances, and laws 
(Code 1977, S 4:320) and necessary approvals from NHDES. 
 
Sec. 36. Interceptors. 
 
 Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when in the opinion of the Town 
of Lancaster, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in 
excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that 
such interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units.  All 
interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the town manager and shall be 
located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 
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All grease interceptors shall: 
 1. Be installed in accordance with all applicable local and state codes and 
requirements. 
 2. Be maintained continuously in efficient operating condition by the owner at the 
owner’s expense. 
 3. Be readily accessible for inspection and cleaning. 
 4. Be cleaned as often as necessary to prevent interference with the operation of the 
POTW. 
 5. Maintain records documenting cleaning and maintenance, which shall be provided 
periodically to the Town of Lancaster upon request. 
 
Sec. 37. Standard for maintenance. 
 
 Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or 
wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the 
owner at his expense. 
 
Sec. 38. Manholes. 
 
 When required by the Town of Lancaster, the owner of any property serviced by a 
building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install at his expense a suitable control manhole 
together with such necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building sewer to facilitate 
observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes.  Such manhole, when required, shall 
be accessible and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved 
by the Town of Lancaster.  The manhole shall be maintained by the owner so as to be safe and 
shall be accessible to the town at all times. 
 
Sec. 39. Monitoring and tests. 
 
 (a)  All industries discharging into a public sewer shall perform such monitoring of their 
discharges as the town manager and/or other duly authorized employees of the town may 
reasonably require, including installation, use, and maintenance of monitoring equipment, 
keeping records and reporting the results of such monitoring to the town manager.  Such 
records shall be made available upon request by the Town of Lancaster to other agencies 
having jurisdiction over discharges to the receiving waters. 
 
 (b)  All measurements, tests, and analysis of the characteristics of water and wastes to 
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which reference is made in this ordinance shall be determined in accordance with the latest 
edition of "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater", published by the 
American Public Health Association, and shall be determined at the control manhole provided, 
or "upon suitable samples taken at such manhole".  In the event that no special manhole has 
been required, the control manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream 
manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is connected.  Sampling 
shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the effect of constituents upon 
the sewage works and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property. 
 
Sec. 39A. Annual Inspection Requirement. 
  
 The Town of Lancaster shall inspect each significant indirect discharger at least once 
each calendar year to determine compliance with the conditions of its discharge permit. Such 
inspection shall include sampling whenever the Town determines sampling is necessary to 
determine compliance with permit conditions or applicable pretreatment standards.  
 
Sec. 40. Special agreement.  
 
 No statement contained in this division shall be construed as preventing any special 
agreement or arrangement between the town and any industrial concern whereby an industrial 
waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the town for treatment, subject to 
payment therefore by the industrial concern. 
 
Sec. 41. Protection from damage. 
 
 No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently destroy, break, 
damage, uncover, deface, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is 
part of the sewage works.  Any person violating this provision shall be deemed guilty of 
criminal mischief. 
 
Sec. 42. Authority of the Town of Lancaster. 
 
 The Town of Lancaster is authorized to adopt and enforce specifications and 
regulations in accordance with the provisions of this article for the purpose of providing 
control of the installation of sewer connections and the inspection thereof.  The Town of 
Lancaster shall maintain accurate and complete records of all permits issued and inspections 
made.  The Town of Lancaster is empowered to require the abandonment and removal of 
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connections to the public storm sewers which violate the provisions of this article. 
 
Sec. 43. Power and authority of inspectors. 
 
 (a)  The town manager and other duly authorized employees of the town bearing 
proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter all properties for the purposes 
of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, and testing in accordance with the 
provisions of this article.  The town manager or his representatives shall have no authority to 
inquire into any processes, including metallurgical, chemical, oil, refining, ceramic, paper, or 
other industries, beyond that point having a direct bearing on the kind and source of 
discharge to the sewers or waterways or facilities for waste treatment. 
 
 (b)  While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in 
subsection (a) above, the town manager or duly authorized employees of the town shall 
observe all safety rules applicable to the premises established by the company and the 
company shall be held harmless for injury or death to the town employees, and the town shall 
indemnify the company against loss or damage to its property by town employees and against 
liability claims and demands for personal injury or property damage asserted against the 
company and growing out of the gauging and sampling operation, except as such may be 
caused by negligence or failure of the company to maintain safe conditions. 
 
 (c)  The town manager and other duly authorized employees of the town bearing 
proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter all private properties through 
which the town holds a duly negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not limited to, 
inspection, observation, measurement, repair, sampling, and maintenance of any portion of 
the sewage works lying within the easement.  All entry and subsequent work, if any, on the 
easement, shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the duly negotiated easement 
pertaining to the private property involved. 
 
Sec. 44. Reserved. 
 
 DIVISION 4. RATES AND CHARGES 
 
Sec. 45. Federal regulations generally. 
 
 The Town of Lancaster has received various federal grants for the planning, design and 
construction of wastewater treatment works.  The grant programs assisting the town are 
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established by the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.  The acceptance of the 
grants by the town requires that the town comply with the water pollution control act, as 
amended, and the regulations established by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency to 
implement the federal act.  Such regulations are published in the Federal Register from time to 
time. 
 
Sec. 46. Charges required. 
 
 One (1) of the requirements of the federal act and regulations is that local governments 
which receive federal grants establish a system of user charges to assure that each recipient of 
wastewater treatment services pays its proportionate share of the costs of operating and 
maintaining the wastewater treatment works.  These costs must include replacement costs 
necessary to maintain the capacity and performance of the wastewater treatment works 
throughout its designed service life.  The system of user charges established by the town must 
be approved by the federal government acting through the Environmental Protection Agency 
or, if so delegated, the New Hampshire Water Supply and Pollution Control Commission. 
 
Sec. 47. NHDES approval. 
 
 This division establishing sewer user charges has received the approval of the NHDES, 
to which the Environmental Protection Agency has delegated approval authority. 
 
Sec. 48. Adoption of state law. 
 
 The provisions of RSA Chapter 252 on sidewalks and sewers are hereby adopted and 
included herein.  For the purposes of this division the term sewer user charge is synonymous 
with sewer rental as used in RSA Chapter 252. 
 
Sec. 49. User charge system generally. 
 
 It is the purpose of this division to insure provisions that all users pay their share of the 
following cost associated with the wastewater treatment works: 
 
 (a)  Cost recovery of the town's share of the eligible capital costs of the treatment 
works. 
 
 (b)  Cost recovery of those capital costs ineligible for grant reimbursement. 
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 (c) Operating and maintenance expenses. 
 
 (d)  Replacement costs. 
 
Sec. 50. Waiver of capital recovery charges. 
 
 The Board of Selectmen retains the right to waive, by resolution approved by a two-
thirds majority of those voting and present, the above capital recovery items since federal law 
does not require user charge systems to recover these specific costs. 
 
Sec. 51. Capital recovery. 
 
 The annual capital recovery costs for the town's share of all eligible costs and for all 
ineligible costs of the treatment works project may be recovered by a capital recovery charge 
to be equal for all users and calculated as follows: 
 
 (a) Upon completion of the treatment works construction project, the Board of 
Selectmen shall determine the total cost to the town of the treatment works project as per 
section 50 (1).  A recovery amount and recovery period shall then be determined and an 
annual recovery schedule calculated.  A rate of return may be used to set the annual recovery 
schedule. 
 
 (b) The recovery period and the schedule of annual recovery shall be established 
by a resolution of Board of Selectmen. 
 
 (c) The sewer user charge shall then include an annual capital recovery charge for 
each connection determined by dividing the total annual recovery by the number of 
connections.  The Board of Selectmen may waive this recovery charge as per section 51. 
 
 (d) Until financial closeout of the waste treatment works project, the capital recovery 
charge shall be based on recovery annually of the town's cost to retire its share of bond issues 
used for project construction. 
 
Sec. 52. Septage charges. 
 
 The town reserves the right to accept for treatment only such septage that can be 
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documented as originating from properties located in the town.  Operating, maintenance and 
replacement costs (OMR) for treating septage will be recovered from a septage charge per 
gallon charged at the wastewater plant to the deliverer of septage.  The septage charge shall 
be calculated as follows:  Total OMR will be apportioned into unit costs for treating volume of 
waste. 
 
Sec. 53. Annual operating, maintenance and replacement costs - for industrial users. 
 
 Operating, maintenance and replacement costs for treating industrial process waste will 
be recovered from each industrial user.  A minimum charge will be made based on the unit 
cost of treating a normal strength waste of two hundred fifty (250) milligrams per liter BOD 
and three hundred (300) milligrams per liter suspended solids. 
 
Sec. 54. Annual operating, maintenance and replacement costs - for other users. 
 
 Operating, maintenance and replacement costs for treating discharges other than those 
of section 54 will be apportioned annually among all users according to the extent of their use 
of the treatment works, as determined from metered water consumption in accordance with the 
following: 
 
 (a)  Measured metered water consumption shall be adjusted as follows: 
 
 (1)  For residential and commercial users the volume of discharge to the treatment 
works is defined as the metered water consumption multiplied by 3.45 per 100,000. 
 
 (2)  For units not metered, the water consumption shall be considered to be the 
average metered water consumption for similar customers in their class. 
 
 (3)  For users with broken meters, the most normal consumption based on the 
customers past history shall be the basis for consumption.  Until historical data is readily 
available, customers with broken meters shall have consumption determined in the same 
manner as customers having no meters. 
 
 (4)  Water consumption data for the winter quarter will not be used to determine sewer 
charges because of the running water problem. 
 
 All metering devices for determining the volume of discharge to the treatment works 
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shall be installed, owned and maintained by the customer at no cost to the town.  Following 
approval and installation, such meters may not be removed without the consent of the Town of 
Lancaster and may be read by the town manager, or his duly authorized representative, at all 
reasonable times. 
 
 (b)  Annually, an annual expense to be recovered for operating, maintenance and 
replacement of the waste treatment works project shall be determined based on the approved 
municipal budget adjusted for expenditures to date and for the previous year end surplus (or 
deficit) for the waste treatment works project. 
 
Sec. 55. Frequency of billing. 
 
 User charges shall be billed semi-annually, by May and October.  The user charge 
revenues shall be applied to the fiscal year beginning on January first prior to the date of 
billing, and the user charges shall be based on adjusted metered water consumption from 
April 1 to March 31. 
 
Sec. 56. Terms of payment. 
 
 (a)  User charges are payable to the town within thirty (30) days of issuance. 
 
 (b)  Interest shall be as specified in RSA 252:12 which states "Such assessments shall 
be subject to the interest and such other charges as are applicable to delinquent taxes." 
 
 (c)  User charges shall become a lien upon the lands on account of which they are 
made as per MA 252:12 and RSA 252:13. 
 
 (d)  The Board of Selectmen may order the Lancaster Water Works Department to 
discontinue water service to customers with overdue sewer user charge accounts.  The 
Lancaster Water Works Department shall comply with said orders as per Chapter 294 of the 
Laws of 1925 quoted as follows: "All authority granted to the town by this act and not 
otherwise specifically provided for shall be vested in the Board of Selectmen, who shall be 
subject however to such instructions, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this act, as the 
town may impose by ordinance. 
 
Sec. 57. Issuance of warrant. 
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 The town manager is hereby authorized to commit to the collector of taxes a warrant 
requiring the semi-annual collection of sewer user charges in accordance with the provisions 
of this division. 
 
Sec. 58. Abatements and appeals. 
 
 (a)  Requests from users for abatements and/or appeals shall be made to the Board of 
Selectmen in writing.  The Board of Selectmen is hereby empowered to grant abatements 
resulting from errors in the meter-reading calculation and clerical process of producing 
invoices. 
 
 (b)  The decision of the Board of Selectmen shall be final and subject only to the 
Superior Court relief of RSA 252:15. 
 
 (c)  All abatement requests must be accompanied by documentation sufficient to prove 
the extent of the abatement requested. 
 
 (d)  No abatements shall be provided for prior years' sewer charges. 
 
 (e)  The Board of Selectmen reserves the right to make one-time abatements for special 
unique circumstances. 
 
 (f)  Abatements may be based on any percentage of the billed amount, up to and 
including but not exceeding one hundred (100) percent, as the Board of Selectmen deems fit. 
 
 (g)  Submission of an abatement request does not relieve the customer of payment of 
the original billed amount.  Payment shall be required within thirty (30) days of the invoice 
date, regardless of whether an abatement is pending or not.  Refunds of excess principal and 
interest shall be provided for accounts which are abated. 
 
Sec. 59. Annual budget, user charge review. 
 
 (a)  The annual budget for operating, maintenance and replacement of the wastewater 
treatment works shall be part of the annual municipal budget of the town.  All costs to be offset 
by user charge revenues shall be specifically identified line item by line item in said municipal 
budget, and the identified user revenues shall be accordingly appropriated. 
 



Sewer Ordinance 

  Page 30 

 (b) Monies appropriated and duly recovered through user charges for replacement 
shall be set aside in a special wastewater treatment works replacement account in accordance 
with federal requirements.  Disbursements from this account shall require the approval of the 
Board of Selectmen and shall only be for capital replacement. 
 
Sec. 60. Cooperation of water works. 
 
 The Town of Lancaster, under the law as cited in section 56(d), shall fully cooperate 
with the Town Manager and Board of Selectmen in organizing and executing the sewer user 
charge system, which depends upon measured metered water consumption. 
 
Sec. 61. Liability for payment. 
 
 All customers who will ultimately be connected to the wastewater treatment works 
system upon completion of project construction shall be liable for payment of all sewer user 
charges even though their house, building or other structure may not yet be connected to the 
new system at the time of billing due to incomplete pipeline construction. 
 
Secs. 62 - 70. Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE II. EXTENSION OF SYSTEMS 
 
 DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Secs. 1 - 10. Reserved. 
 
 DIVISION 2. SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
 
Sec. 11. Intent. 
 
 (a)  The extension of public storm and sanitary sewers to any parcel or parcels of 
property, within town limits, not currently serviced by public sewers shall be the responsibility 
of the person of persons who shall benefit from such extension. 
 
 (b)  However, this shall in no way be construed to prevent the town from providing that 
the whole or a part of the expense of constructing public sewer shall be paid by the town. 
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Sec. 12. Design. 
 
 (a)  No building permits shall be issued for a parcel of property in town not currently 
serviced by public sewers until a plan showing the proposed extension of public sewers to 
such property has been submitted to, and approved by, the Town of Lancaster. 
 
 (b)  The design of all sewer extensions shall be prepared under the direct supervision 
of a professional engineer registered in the state of NH. 
 
 (c)  The design of all sewer extensions shall be in accordance with the standards of 
NHDES and the Town of Lancaster. 
 
 (d)  The Town of Lancaster shall be allowed up to thirty (30) days to review all plans 
submitted.  Plans submitted to the manager shall be reviewed and approved as submitted, 
approved with comments, or not approved.  Plans approved with comments may be eligible 
for issuance of a building permit without resubmission at the discretion of the Town of 
Lancaster, assuming all other criteria for the issuance of a building permit have been satisfied.  
Plans not approved shall be resubmitted after revision, prior to issuance of a building permit. 
 
 (e)  The Town of Lancaster shall be provided with two (2) complete sets of blue and 
black line prints or one (1) reproducible print.  One (1) copy shall be returned with the 
appropriate approval notations. 
 
Sec. 13. Participation. 
 
 (a)  The town will participate in the cost of any sewer extensions only to the extent of 
providing, at no charge, the following items for each dwelling unit to be serviced by the sewer 
extensions: 
 
 (1)  Up to one hundred (100) feet of sanitary sewer pipe. 
 
 (2)  One (1) manhole assembly for every three hundred (300) feet of pipe. 
 
 (3)  All catch basin assemblies (not including storm drain pipe) required in the area 
serviced by the sanitary sewer pipe provided in subsection (1) above. 
 
 (b) All other construction costs shall be the responsibility of the person benefiting from 
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or being served by the sewer extension. 
 
Sec. 14. Special circumstances. 
 
 The Board of Selectmen may elect to supply more materials than indicated in section 13 
in the following special circumstances: 
 
 (a)  If more than one hundred (100) feet of sewer pipe is required to service a parcel 
because the existing public sewer is over one hundred (100) feet from the parcel. 
 
 (b)  If existing manholes, pipe or connections require repair or replacement in order to 
facilitate proper connection of the new sewer. 
 
Sec. 15. Construction. 
 
 (a)  Construction of all sewer extensions and appurtenances shall conform to standard 
practice and the standards set forth by the town manager. 
 
 (b) The person proposing a sewer extension shall be responsible for obtaining all 
necessary permits, easements and/or releases prior to the start of construction. 
 
 (c)  The town shall be held harmless for any damage and any and all claims arising 
from the construction of the work. 
 
 (d)  The town manager, or a duly authorized representative, shall inspect the 
construction of all sewer extensions.  Any defects found during this inspection shall be 
corrected prior to the issuance of any occupancy permits for any buildings serviced by the 
sewer extension. 
 
Sec. 16. Acceptance of sewer extensions. 
 
 (a)  Upon completion of any sewer extension and contingent upon the correction of any 
defects found during construction of the extension, the town manager shall petition the Board 
of Selectmen to accept responsibility for the maintenance and operation of the extension. 
 
 (b)  In addition, sanitary sewer extension which will add more than five thousand 
(5,000) gallons per day and a BOD5 loading of ten (10) pounds to the existing system will 
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require a sewer discharge permit from the State Water Supply and Pollution Control 
Commission and approval of the Planning Board and the Zoning Board. 
 
PENALTY 
NH RSA 149-I:6 
 
 Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a civil 
penalty not to exceed $10,000 per day of such violation.  

A municipality shall give notice of the alleged violation to the department of 
environmental services within 10 days of commencement of any action under this section. 

 
Approved by the Board of Selectmen: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Kathy Jean Lavoie 
 
 
_______________________ 
Shane Beattie 
 
 
_______________________ 
Leon Rideout 
 


